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Lutheran Schools Week 2012 – Building Disciples – 

Get the Word Out!
 

Get the word out about your school or center.  Lutheran Schools Week is a great time to “grab” some of the spotlight in your community and congregation.

 

ELEA has provided a ready to print and deliver generic Press Release for Lutheran Schools Week (just insert your contact information).  Even better, make the time to write your own press release which includes Lutheran School Week activities at your school.  Whichever direction you take—just be sure to get a Press Release to your local print and electronic news agencies; i.e. community  newspapers, church newsletters and/or bulletins, etc.

 

News organizations are trying to interest an audience.  If your release will help them do that, they will use it.  In general, use the following titles to address your releases, unless you know a particular organization uses a different title that would serve better:

 

Daily newspapers:  City Editor

Weekly newspaper:  Editor

Shoppers:  Editor

Magazines:  Editor

Radio Stations:  News Department

Television Stations:  News Director

 

Weekly papers need releases just before—not just after—their weekly deadlines.  The daily media usually have reduced staffs on weekends and are better equipped to act on a release received on a weekday.  Time your mailings and emailings (preferable these days) accordingly.  

 

Hand deliver the press release when possible to local community media.  Simply mailing your press release may produce some results if you have a relationship with an editor.  Invite coverage for a particular event that will be taking place during Lutheran Schools Week.  Don’t be afraid to ask what other information the news agency might find interesting or helpful.

 

For more information and help in creating a successful press release visit www.press-release-writing.com.

 

NOTES:

 

1. Put the press release on your school/congregation letterhead.  Be sure the release is only 1 page.  Create a heading for your school if the letterhead is too large.

2. Use the information contained in the sample in any way you wish.  Cut out sections to include specific information about YOUR school.

3. Make personal contact with editors when possible.

4. Provide a photo when possible.

 PRESS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact:

Lutheran Schools Week

March 4 – 10, 2012, is Lutheran Schools Week.  More than 1700 early childhood centers, elementary and high schools operated by churches in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) will observe this week with activities and programs celebrating their service to children, the community and the church.

Lutheran schools have a long tradition in serving children and families representing rich cultural and ethnic diversity throughout the United States.  The approximately 100,000 children enrolled in these Lutheran schools are welcomed from many faith traditions.  Quality education for every child has been a vital focus for this church since its beginnings.  Martin Luther was a strong advocate for education as it results in responsible citizens in society, persons who make positive contributions to the community and generally happier people.

Lutheran congregations were among the first faith based groups to develop child care, daycare and preschool programs.  Early childhood centers and elementary schools alike are encouraged to participate in accreditation programs through the Evangelical Lutheran Education Association (ELEA), the arm of the ELCA which provides support services and advocacy for all ELCA schools and early childhood centers.  Lutheran schools have a history of responding to community needs.  For many years these schools have been offering infant care, summer programs and before and after school hours for working parents.

In addition to quality academic and developmentally appropriate curriculum, Lutheran schools understand their role as being a partner with families in focusing on the whole child.  Gayle Denny, ELEA Executive Director, said, “Collaborating with parents, community leaders and all local schools and agencies sends a consistent message of the urgency for action on behalf of all children.  Children are our common language.  The church’s work with children and youth is not done in isolation from neighborhoods and families.  Lutheran Schools Week is one way we announce we are here and ready to work with our neighbors for quality education and safe environments for every child.”

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America is made up of 4.3 million members in over 10,000 congregations in the United States and the Caribbean.  The ELCA is the sixth largest protestant denomination in the United States.
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